July 24: French rocket heading for Mars in 1960?

Bulls-INS reported from Paris, July 24, in an article by Lowell Bennett, that French scientists were at work on a nuclear rocketship which ”should be able to travel to Mars in fifteen days”. Professor Alexander Ananoff declared that ”we should be ready for the first flight by March 1960”. Ananoff was reported as being ”Director of the Sorbonne observatory”. In a secret underground factory close to Paris the rocket ship was being built with its first test flight scheduled for the end of August [1946], when the ship will reach an altitude of 120 kms and be brought back to earth by a parachute. No living beings will follow the ship on its inaugural flight. ”The ship is constructed along the same principles as the V-2 and is expected to reach a speed of more than 160.000 km/hour.”  (Östersunds-Posten, July 24).  


